
 
 

  

Riverton Intermediate School Band 
Handbook 
2019-2020 

 
Dear Band Students and Parents, 
 
Welcome to the Riverton Intermediate School Band!  I hope that you will find the enclosed information 
valuable and of use to you in your participation in the RIS Band.  The students who achieve the greatest 
success and the most enjoyment from band are not necessarily the most musically talented, but those 
who are enthusiastic, dedicated, and attentive.  
 
Learning to play an instrument is, among other things, hard work.  Band is fun, but the fun comes as a 
result of the hard work.  The fun is a result of the satisfaction that comes from a job well done and the 
success that follows.  Students will only enjoy band as much as they should if we are successful, and 
hard work is necessary for that success.  
 
Please take a moment to read the information in the enclosed handbook to become more familiar with 
the expectations of each band member.  Then, keep the handbook for future reference.  Parents and 
students must sign and return the last page of this book stating that they have read, understand, and 
agree to follow the guidelines explained in the handbook. 
 
I look forward to teaching and working with each of you.  The band is both a musical and social entity 
and one in which the students become members of another “family”…the band family.  If at any time I 
can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call or email. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mary Ellen Hovik 
RIS Band Director 
mhovik@mcssk12.org 
256-881-4640 
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Course Description 
 

This class is designed to teach students the skills they will need to become successful musicians. 
Students will learn music reading skills, how to play their chosen instrument, history of musical genres 
and composers, and music appreciation.  This class includes required rehearsals, individual practice, 
and performances.  Students will be performing/rehearsing daily from their exercise book/assigned 
sheet music and out of class practice is necessary for success. 
 
The Beginning Band consists of 6th grade students in their first year of band.  It is for those students 
wishing to learn how to play an instrument in the band setting.  This ensemble will prepare them for 
their future in music by teaching them how to make a characteristic sound on their instrument, correct 
posture, correct breathing, how to read notes on the treble and bass staves, note names and values, 
time signatures, and other musical content.  Students will also be working towards the goal of 
performing at band concerts.  
 
The Beginning Band is made up of students in three separate band classes.  The group will perform at 
the winter and spring concerts, as well as certain pre-scheduled performances at RIS.  Performance 
dates are included in the calendar at the end of the handbook, and will also be announced well before 
the performance to give parents and students time to plan their schedules.  

 

Course Objectives 
 

This course is designed to develop skills that will help your child enjoy, appreciate, and understand 
music, whether as a performer or as an audience member.  Students learn to work as an individual 
performer in a group setting while working towards the musical goal of achieving group performance 
through individual preparedness. 
 
The curriculum for this course is aligned with: 

Alabama Department of Education 
Alabama Course of Study: Fine Arts – Instrumental Music 6th - 12th Grade 

National Association for Music Education: National Standards for Instrumental Music 

 

Band Donation 
 

As a part of our operating budget, we ask for a $45.00 donation from each band student’s family.  Unlike 
many other schools that charge a participation fee, we ask for a small donation to help offset the 
expenses of purchasing music, equipment, and supplies.  Each student will receive a band binder with all 
the music and  written materials needed for the year, a subscription to the BetterPractice application, 
and a band t-shirt. Your donation will also go towards class supplies and instrument maintenance for our 
program, and new music for our musicians to perform. Parents are encouraged to use checks made out 
to RIS when making this donation.  Please place it in an envelope with the child’s name on it and turn it 
by September 30th. 
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Classroom Expectations  

There are four basic expectations of the RIS Band Program. 
 

- Be Prepared for class EVERY day. (See materials section) 
 
- Be Respectful of the teacher and other students. 

 
- Be Respectful to your belongings, as well as the belongings of others. 

 
- Always try your best! 

 
These expectations are in place to create a safe learning environment for our students and to help take 
care of the very expensive equipment in the band classes. Food and drinks are NOT allowed in the band 
room.  This includes gum and candy.  They are not good for your instrument: the sugars and other 
ingredients in food and drinks harm pads, valves, and other parts of instruments that keep them in 
playing condition.  
 
**All rules and policies set forth by the Madison County Student Code of Conduct and in the Riverton 
Intermediate School Parent-Student Handbook will be enforced in band class. 
 

Band students follow the Weekly WOLF standards for behavior just as they do in their other 6th grade                  

classes. A Weekly Wolf Pack Report will go home each Friday, on this sheet you can see behavior issues,                   

missing work, and positive objectives met for the week. Please read it over and sign and return to                  

school on Mondays. The Weekly Wolf Pack Report keeps track of both POSITIVE and Needs               

Improvement areas.  Students earn points and work towards becoming a Wolf Leader. 
 

Attendance Policy 
 

Students must come to band class every day unless they are not present at school.  The only way to 
learn how to play an instrument is to be in class to receive the instruction.  Students should be in their 
seat, prepared with instrument assembled and music and materials ready by three minutes into class, 
unless otherwise specified. 
 
Students are required to attend all performances in their entirety.   Any unattended, unexcused 
performance will result in a grade of zero.  All excuses must follow the Madison County Schools policy 
for an acceptable excuse. 
 

School Day Absences 
 

Any absences from school and make-ups for written tests will be handled using the standards set by the 
Madison County Schools Student Handbook.  All playing tests can be made up on a Playing Test Make-up 
Day if the absence(s) is excused.  Each student will have until the last week of the current 9-week 
grading period to make up a test.  After that time, the grade for that test will remain a 0. 
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Materials 
 

It is the student’s responsibility to have the following items with them in class everyday in order for the 
student to be considered prepared for class.  Failure to have all the required items will negatively impact 
the student’s daily band grade.  
 
Each student must bring the following items to class everyday: 
 
Instrument (with Name Tag and Name CLEARLY marked):  
-  Each student will be required to bring his or her instrument to class every day, unless  
    otherwise specified, and dropped off in the band room in the morning in the student’s assigned 

location 
-  Instruments are not supplied by the school and will need to be purchased/rented from  
    a music company.  
-  The instrument must be in playing condition at all times.  
-  Instruments are not toys and should not be treated as such. Do not hold or attempt to play another 

person’s instrument. 
-  At the end of the school day, every instrument MUST be taken home.  
-  If a student is checked out, they must come get their instrument before leaving.  
-  Students playing Tuba/Euphonium will have the option to rent a school owned instrument, which 

comes with a rental fee that helps cover minor repairs and maintenance on the  
    instrument.  This is not included in the band donation. 
-  All students are responsible for their instrument – RIS Faculty and Staff are not  
    responsible for instruments accidently left around campus. 
 

 

All students MUST have an instrument by Monday, August 19th. 
 
Band Notebook:  Each student will be given a 3-ring notebook.  This notebook will serve as the place for 
them to keep their band method book, all sheet music, rhythm charts, and notes.  ONLY the band 
handouts and materials,  and stand name tag are to be in the band binder, NOT materials from other 
classes. 

 
Assigned Music/Other Handouts or Notes: Each student is required to keep and have all music and 
any other notebook handouts in class every day.  Each student will be given 1 free copy of music the 
band is preparing for performance.  It is the responsibility of the student to replace any lost/destroyed 
music/handouts by paying $1.00 per page to have an extra copy made or to print one from the Better 
Practice Library. 

 
Instrument Related Equipment:  This includes any equipment needed to properly play during class. 
It is strongly suggested that all students purchase a cleaning kit to help maintain his or her instrument. 
Other instrument specific items include: 

 
Flutes: Cleaning Rod 
Clarinets/Saxophones: 3 - 5 playable reeds.  It is important to have extras if one breaks 
Brass Players: Valve oil and slide grease 
Trombone Players: slide oil or slide cream and a small spray bottle of water 
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Percussion: Drum sticks and mallets, as well as practice pads  
 

Pencils:  Each student is required to have a pencil at their seat every day in class. 
 
It is recommended that each student have a small mirror and a folding music stand available to use for 
at home practice. Mirrors, dry erase boards, and markers will be provided in the class. 
 

 

Evaluation/Grading 
 

The grading system is designed to allow any student, regardless of musical skill, the ability to excel as 
demonstrated by their participation and effort in and outside of class.  Being in band is as much about 
personal growth and responsibility as it is about music, and the grading system is meant to reflect this. 

Grades are based on the following criteria: 
Daily Grade 50% 

Tests 50% 
 

Daily Grade:  Students earn daily grades with the following assignments: 
Daily Question Board Work- Each day a student will have a daily question to complete. 

These are short questions that help to focus on the day’s lesson or review the previous day’s 
materials, and should only take a few minutes to complete. Each Friday students turn in the 5 
questions for the week and pick up the answer sheet for the next week’s questions. 

Daily Quick Checks- A minimum of 3 times each week students will complete a quick 
check quiz to demonstrate understanding of note names, music reading, or performance.  

Weekly Practice Grades-  Students will only make true progress if they practice a 
minimum of 15 minutes, 5 days a week outside of class. 

 
Practice time should become part of the student’s regular daily routine along with doing other 
homework.  Students will receive a grade for their completed Practice Assignment used during the 
course of the rehearsal week and grading period.  Practice Assignments will be turned in every Friday by 
10 p.m. for the previous week.  Practice Assignments will count for the homework portion of the 
student’s daily grade.  
 

It is vital that students achieve their practice time each week. Just like math, English, science, and social 

studies, music is a subject that requires consistent practice for understanding and advancement. The 

grading scale for practice minutes is as follows: 

 

5 days of practice- 75 minutes or more = 100 

5 days of practice- 60 to 74 minutes= 97 

4 days of practice- 75 minutes or more= 95 

4 days of practice- 45 to 74 minutes= 90 

3 days of practice- 75 minutes or more=85 

3 days of practice- 30 to 74 minutes= 80 

2 days of practice- 75 minutes or more=75 

2 days of practice- less than 75 minutes= 70 
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1 day of practice with more than 15 minutes=65 

1 day of practice with less than 15 minutes=60 

0 practice=0 

 

The RIS Band uses the Better Practice App program to keep track of student practice. Students (and 

parents) will be trained in how to use the program before it is used in grading. In addition, parents may 

opt for their students to use the paper version of the practice goal page instead.  

To receive a grade of 100, a student must complete the goal based practice sheet completely, and must 
be signed by the student AND by a parent/guardian – signifying that they have heard their student 
practice the required time.  Parents/guardians should encourage students to establish a regular daily 
practice routine as a part of the homework time each evening. 
 
‘“Practice” and “rehearsal” are not the same thing. Practice is individual and takes place at home. 
Rehearsal occurs in a group setting during band class. Students who do not put in the needed practice 
time will not be able to make progress as the music increases in difficulty. 

 
If a student is unable to practice due to illness, the weekly practice time is adjusted after I receive a 
message from the parent or student notifying me of the illness. Students dealing with orthodontia issues 
are still able to practice by saying note names, counting rhythms, and practicing finger patterns for their 
instrument. 
 

Tests:  Students will be evaluated using playing tests and written tests.  Students will have playing tests 
in which they will demonstrate their mastery of material or skill sets covered in class. These playing tests 
will include but are not limited to: Scales, selected exercises from the method book, music theory and 
selected areas of assigned performance music. 
 
 

Playing Tests are performed in front of the whole class.  Band is performance  
based and students need to gain the confidence that comes with performing in  

front of others – whether alone or with a group.  As they get older, this  
experience becomes key to their success in band. 

 
The goal of playing tests is to show that the 
student has mastered the skill.  Mastery is not 
perfection – it is the student being able to 
demonstrate the ability to play the selected piece. 
Students may retake a test as many times as 
needed in grading period.  The previous grade will 
be changed to 100 if the skill is mastered.  

Playing tests will be graded as follows: 
4 – Passed 
3 – Played, but Needs Improvement 
2 – Attempted, but Not Passed 
1– Not Prepared/Not Attempted 
 
*There will be at least 1 make-up test day during 
every grading period. 

 
All performances count as 2 test grades. 
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In addition, students must maintain good grades in ALL other classes.  Band should not take the place 
of any class homework/study time.  Instead, it should be added to daily homework/study time and 

become part of the routine. 
 

Commitment to band is crucial to our success.   The band is structured on specific instrumentation to 
promote a balance of sound.  Students are expected to stay in band for the ENTIRE school year, 

regardless of the circumstances. 

 

Testing Make-Up 
 

All tests (with the exception of performances) can be made-up on a make-up test date. There will be at 
least 3 make-up test days during every grading period.  This will be a testing date dedicated solely to 
make-ups.  Students should be prepared to play their make-up test on this date.  The student is 
responsible for making sure he/she has passed each playing test. 

 

Performances 
 

Band is a performance-based class and all performances are required.  These performances are your 
student’s and the band’s chance to show off all of their hard work.  The success of the group depends on 
the contribution of every member.  Should an illness or emergency arise, please notify the band director 
as soon as possible and send a written excuse with your child on their 1st day back in class.  “Well 
student” doctor’s appointments, out of town trips, or athletic practices/games will not be considered an 
excused absence.  All excuses must follow the Madison County Schools policy for an acceptable excuse. 
As with anything, communication is key! 

All performances count as 2 test grades. 
 
Please attend as many performances as you are able to for your child’s group.  It is important to them 
and gives them the opportunity to show you what they have been working on during school.  If you 
cannot attend, please arrange transportation to and from the performance. 
 
Performance Attire: 
The beginning band members must wear the following to all concerts: 

- WHITE long sleeve, button-down “dress” shirt (tucked in at all times) 
- BLACK dress pants or long skirt (no jeans or sweatpants) 
- BLACK socks, if socks are necessary with your footwear 
- BLACK dress shoes (not black tennis shoes or flip flops) 

 
Students will not be allowed to participate in the scheduled activity unless the proper uniform is worn. If 
you need assistance in acquiring the proper attire, please contact the director. 

 

Large Instrument Rental 
 

The school offers rental instruments for students interested in playing the Euphonium or Tuba.  There is 
a one-time, non-refundable fee of $50 for the school year to rent these instruments.  This fee covers 
maintenance and minor repairs on the instrument.  Students wishing to play this instrument should 
speak with Ms. Hovik and a written contract/agreement will be drafted. 
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Private Lessons 
 

All band students are encouraged to take private lessons.  There will be a list of approved Buckhorn High 
School band students and professional teachers who offer private lessons available for you once 
instrument selection is complete.  Also, local music stores offer lessons with highly qualified instructors. 
There are many fine details of playing an instrument that a student will learn only through the individual 
attention they receive during private lessons. 

 

Fundraising 
 

In order to keep our band program running we ask that each family do their part when it comes to 
fundraising.  We typically do one fundraiser each year.  Some families would rather pay a certain 
amount in place of their child’s participation in the fundraiser, which we appreciate.  
 

 

Parent Responsibilities 
 

In many cases, the parents can be the key to their child’s success in the band program.  One of your 
primary responsibilities is to provide a time and place for your child to practice at home.  In most cases, 
children will not practice unless they are encouraged to do so.  

- If your child is using the paper practice pages instead of the app, you are responsible for 
signing a practice chart each week, verifying that your child has practiced.  Practice Charts 
will begin once we start playing instruments.  

- You are responsible for providing or arranging transportation for your child to and from 
performances.  

- You are responsible for maintaining a calendar and notifying the director of potential 
conflicts at least one week in advance of the event. 

- You are responsible for making sure that your child takes care of his/her instrument and 
that all repairs and supplies (reeds, valve oil, slide cream, etc.) are provided for in a timely 
manner. 

- If the student’s instrument is not in playing condition (or broken), then the student will 
receive a 0 for their Daily Grade for every day they cannot rehearse in class with their 
instrument.  A repair ticket/receipt stating the date the instrument was received and when 
it was picked up from the repair company (with phone number for verification purposes) will 
excuse any 0’s the student has received.  Students will have a period of 5 days to get their 
instrument into the repair store.  Most instrument repairs take less than five days, but 
communication is key.  Students can only learn to play their instrument if they actually have 
their instrument to play. 
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Music Stores Around Huntsville 
 

Below are just a few of the wonderful music stores that operate around Huntsville.  Please contact them 
in regards to purchasing/renting an instrument, instrument repairs, and purchasing instrument supplies. 
 

Gadsden Music Company 
4800 Whitesburg Dr, Suite 16 

Huntsville, AL  35802 
(256) 880-6344 

Hallman’s Music 
1920 Sparkman Dr NW # 2 

Huntsville, AL 35816 
 (256) 830-2303 

 
Millenium Music 

4218 Oakwood Ave NW, 
Huntsville, AL 35810 

(256)534-2064 
 

Southeastern Musical 
3308 9th Avenue SW 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

(256) 539-5906 

 
Social Media 
 

Do you want yet another way to keep up with the band?  Follow the RIS Band on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/rivertonintermediateschoolband. 

 

Contact Information 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email Ms. Hovik 
 
Please be aware that Ms. Hovik teaches class through the school morning and then leaves to teach at 
New Market School in the afternoon.  Email is the best option to reach Ms. Hovik, as she will be able to 
respond at multiple locations.  If you would rather call, please try to do so before or after school. 

 
Ms. Mary Ellen Hovik 
Band Director/Music Teacher  
Riverton Intermediate School 
(256) 851-4640 
New Market School 
(256) 851-3250 
mhovik@mcssk12.org  
 

Please sign and return the next page to the band director by  
Monday, August 12th. Please keep the handbook at home for reference. 

Students will also have a copy available for reference in the Better Practice app 
library. 
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RIS Band Calendar of Events 

 

Required Performances: 
Holiday Concert: December 17th 6:30 p.m. RIS gym 
Band Spring Concert May 19 6:30 p.m. (night) May 20(school)  
 
 
Optional Volunteer Performances:  
Christmas Breakfast Performance- December 13th 6:30 a.m. RIS cafeteria 
Solo and Ensemble Recital April 16 
Solo and Ensemble Festival (Meridianville) April 18 
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